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Our Schools
Trojan Pride is Rose Bowl Bound!

     What does it take to prepare for a performance of a 
lifetime in front of a global audience of millions?  The Jenks 
Trojan Pride Marching Band has been invited to the 2016 
Tournament of Roses Parade® in Pasadena, California 
and they are practicing ingredients that make such a trip 
a success: excellence, discipline. Over 250 Jenks High 
School students, band directors and volunteers are making 
preparations to gear up for the band’s 5.5-mile march 
down palm tree lined boulevards in the 127th Rose Parade® 
themed “Find Your Adventure.”
     Marching bands from around the world competed for 
a slot in this coveted parade. Auditions were based 
on musicianship, marching ability, entertainment 
and special interest value. Of the hundreds that 
competed, only 18 bands have been selected 
from across the United States, Guatemala, Japan 
and Mexico. The Jenks Trojan Pride is honored 
to represent the great state of Oklahoma in front 
of nearly 700,000 people along the parade route 
and over 85 million people in 221 countries watching 
the Rose Parade® on television on New Year’s Day. Jenks 
Public Schools Band Director, Scott Hillock is “thrilled that 
the marching band’s hard work and talent has earned them 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to march in the famed 
Rose Parade®.” 
     With the Rose Parade® at the forefront of their minds, 
the 2015-16 school year for the Jenks High School Trojan 
Pride students is an exciting one. Getting all 250 students, 
their instruments, uniforms, gear and luggage to the Rose 
Parade requires incredible preparation, attention to detail 

and raising lots of money! With a trip price tag north of 
$650,000 the band raised money through a car raffle for 
a 2015 Jeep Cherokee Latitude, student fundraisers and 
corporate sponsorships. 
     Who wouldn’t want to win a new car? The Trojan Pride’s 
car raffle was the biggest fundraiser in band history. The 
winner drove away in a 2015 Jeep Cherokee Latitude in 
“Deep Cherry Red” or as the Trojans like to call the color, 
“Trojan Pride Maroon!” Students and volunteers actively 
issued tickets at the first home football game, in front of 

local stores, and to neighbors, friends and co-workers. 
People obtained tickets to support the band and 

with hopes of launching their dreams of finding 
their own adventure in a Jeep. The Tournament 
of Roses® Parade President, Mike Matthiessen 
and his wife Ann, were in Jenks on Homecoming 
weekend, October 2-3, to present to the 

Trojan Pride the official Rose Parade® flag.  Mr. 
Matthiessen also drew the winning car raffle ticket 

at the Homecoming game during halftime.
     Crisp fall air brings football games and colorful trees.  
The Trojan Pride fall fundraisers make fall around Tulsa 
even more enjoyable. Fall bedding plant sales and holiday 
pie sales are always a favorite and help everyone’s busy 
schedules become easier to tackle.  Band parents will be 
found working at the Jenks concession stand during football 
games and at a Tulsa favorite event, Oktoberfest. If you see 
a band parent or student selling merchandise or working at 
an event, please support them with your patronage. 

Continued on page 2
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     All eyes may be on the field for the game, but football fans 
will also notice sponsors’ banners hung by the band stand 
or on the band’s box truck and in advertisements printed 
in programs. Thanks to the financial support of many local 
businesses, the Jenks Trojan Pride program continues to 
thrive. It’s because of the generosity of these businesses 
that make a positive difference in students’ lives. If your 
business would like to be a public supporter of the Jenks 
band program, contact AnnAline Drake at ba2drake@aol.
com.
     The winter holidays are always exciting around Tulsa, 
and to add to the gaiety the Trojan Pride is hosting a Rose 
Parade® Rally on November 21. The Rose Parade® Rally 
will begin with the Annual Kiwanis Christmas Parade in 
downtown Jenks and will continue into Tulsa across the 
pedestrian bridge to the River Market Center where they 
will celebrate with the community by playing tunes for 
holiday shoppers. The band invites the public to gather 
along the 4.4 mile route while they play “Oklahoma” and 
the “Washington Post March,” the music they will be 
playing in the Rose Parade®.” 
    Fundraising is a big part of making dreams, like marching 
in the Rose Parade®, come true, but money isn’t the only 
focus the Trojan Pride has. Supporting the community in 
which it thrives is a value the Trojan Pride deems important.  
Early in preparations for their trip to Pasadena, the Trojan 
Pride took time to give back to the community by kicking off 
the Tulsa Heart Walk on April 18, 2015. Members of the band 
played the National Anthem during opening ceremonies and 
then led walkers in marching block formation at the starting 
line. The Tulsa Heart Walk was a wonderful way for the 
Jenks Trojan Pride to not only practice marching along city 
streets, but it also was a way to give back to the community. 
The band brought a high level of energy and enthusiasm to 
help encourage thousands who walked for the American 
Heart Association that day. “The principles of heart health 
and wellness are important to the Jenks Public Schools and 
especially for the Jenks Trojan Pride as it prepares to march 
in the 2016 Tournament of Roses Parade® in Pasadena, 
California,” explains Stacey Butterfield, Superintendent of 
Jenks Public Schools.  
    The Rose Parade® may be the brightest spotlight on this 
year’s band calendar but the Trojan Pride is continually 
practicing diligently for a fall calendar filled with local and 
regional travel for competitions: BOA Regional contest in 
Arlington, TX; the Owasso Invitational and the OBA State 
Marching Championships, Oklahoma. Not to be overlooked, 
a full game schedule for the Oklahoma 6A State Champion 
varsity football team demands most Friday nights. 

     All the work, all the preparation, all the fundraising … 
it is all for the band students. Why? Because we reap what 
we sow, we get out of life what we put into it; it takes a 
village to raise a family… a band family. But all work and 
no play makes for a dull existence. While in Pasadena, the 
Trojan Pride will have the opportunity to work on one of 
the beautiful Rose Parade® floats.  They will showcase their 
talent at Bandfest, visit Santa Monica Beach & Pier and go 
to Universal Studios.  
      The school year 2015-16 is a monumental one for the 
Jenks Trojan Pride. They may be busy doing virtually a million 
things at once, taking care of this or preparing for that, for 
what may seem utterly mundane, but as with any band 
program, through all the busy-ness, the defining moments 
are when students’ lives are changed through teamwork 
and sacrifice. These are the building blocks that help shape 
their character and set in place a foundation that will reach 
far beyond their high school years. 
 

“1.1.16 … It’s going to be a great day!”

Continued from page 1

The Jenks Five “A”s
     We consistently strive to achieve 
excellence in the Five “A”s includ-
ing Academics, Activities, Attitude, 
the Arts, and Athletics. Students 
and staff work extremely hard to 
demonstrate excellence in one 
or more of these areas. As we ap-
proach a new school year, I want 
to encourage you to take part in an 
event that you have not previously 

attended, to catch a glimpse of the efforts being put 
forth to demonstrate excellence.
     Jenks is an exceptional community! We are grateful 
for the support demonstrated and recognize that dedi-
cated parents, staff, and community members make it 
possible to provide the variety of educational experi-
ences we do for young people. Our students and staff 
would appreciate your support, and we believe you 
will value their dedication to excel; make a difference 
in the lives of others; and prepare for the ever-chang-
ing world. We look forward to seeing you around the 
school district throughout the 2015-2016 school year!
      Dr. Stacey Butterfield
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District 
Volunteer 
Program News

Jenks Public Schools is thankful for its many volunteers 
throughout our District!  The SAFETY and CONFIDENTIALITY 
of our students is of utmost importance.  In order to ensure 
the safety of our students and to comply with school 
regulations, volunteer policies and procedures are required 
for every volunteer.

NEW for 2015-16 and beyond:  Jenks requires all volunteers 
to complete a Volunteer Confidentiality Training every 
year.   Completing these requirements gives everyone an 
opportunity to understand what is expected of them as 
volunteers and what they, as volunteers, can expect from 
the school.  Completing this at the beginning of the school 
year will be beneficial to staff and teachers that you may be 
volunteering for.

Please LOG your volunteer hours!   Enter your total 
volunteer hours by site.  Keeping them recorded monthly 
is recommended in order to eliminate trying to remember 
them towards the end of the year.  Please try to record any 
hours, per site, by May 31 of each year.

Confidentiality Training and Logging Volunteer Hours can be 
found at the volunteer website under “jenksps.org / Quick 
Links / Volunteer Information.”

Questions?  Contact Kathy Guenther, District Volunteer 
Coordinator, kathy.guenther@jenksps.org,  or by calling 
918-299-4415, ext. 2291.

Volunteer Opportunities
Please contact Kathy Guenther at kathy.guenther@jenksps.
org or 918-299-4415, ext. 2291 to volunteer or to find out 
more.  You can also contact your preferred site that is not 
listed here for their opportunities.  

•	 High School - Building 6 Guidance Office - Weekly or bi-
weekly commitment.  Volunteers are needed in the 
morning from 7:45am to 11:00am or in the afternoon 
from 11:00am to 2:30pm.  The times can be flexible and 
job-sharing is accepted.

•	 Freshman Academy – Office Volunteers - Volunteers 
needed for attendance office help.  One or two volun-
teers per shift.  Shifts are Monday-Friday, from 7:45am 
to 11:00am or 11:00am to 2:45pm.  Afternoon shifts 
needed first.

•	 LOOKING for donations of any coupons, small give-
away items, small snacks (wrapped), for the District 
Volunteer Department.  These donations will be shared 
throughout the District during our fall and spring test-
ing to give to volunteers.  

Career Shadow Day Info
     

     The 25th annual Career Shadowing Day, organized by 
the Jenks Public Schools Volunteer Program, is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 3.  Graduating seniors will have the 
opportunity to experience his or her career choice by 
“shadowing” a business professional for one day.  We 
need many companies and/or individuals to help fill the 
400-plus students that participate in this program.  If you 
know of a company or individual that might be willing take 
a student(s) for one day on March 3, please contact Kathy 
Guenther, District Volunteer Coordinator, at 918-299-4415, 
ext. 2291, or kathy.guenther@jenksps.org, and give her their 
information. 

Upcoming Events at SE
We are off to another great start at Southeast Elementary! 
We welcomed over 50 new families this year, not 
including all of our new Pre K friends. It is always good to 
grow our Jenks Trojan Family! Here are just a few things 
happening at our site between now and the holidays:
• October 23 – Pre K Pumpkin Festival
• October 23 – First Grade will be celebrating 

Grandparent’s Day with their special guests!
• October 26-30 – Second Grade Service Project: Food 

Bank Drive - Our second graders do excellent job 
advertising, collecting, and counting the items that 
are donated for the Jenks Community Food Bank. 
Always good to serve our community!

• October 26-29 – JHS Show Choir Clinic for Southeast
• October 27 – Picture Retakes
• October 30 – We will be hosting our Book Character 

Day. All of our Southeast Trojans will come dressed 
as their favorite book character. The day will be 
spent supporting literacy and our LOVE of reading!

• November 3-10 – Our fourth graders will be 
spending some time in the past - a day at Rosehill in 
Perry, OK.

• November 11 - Veteran’s Day Assembly and “Bring 
a Vet to School” activities throughout the grade 
levels. We are humbled to honor the men and 
women in the armed forces!

• November   9, 16 & 23 - Fourth grade will be 
presenting their musical, “The Incredible Westward 
Movement,” to family and friends in our café.

• December 17 & 18 – Winter Parties

*Every Friday we celebrate our Trojans of the Week. 
Our staff is encouraged to identify and nominate those 
students that exemplify each month’s character trait. 

October – Responsibility      November – Courage 
December – Compassion

*Southeast Elementary also supports our District Healthy 
& Fit Initiative by celebrating Wellness Wednesdays. We 
share a healthy recipe, participate in an activity, provide 
a healthy snack, or just take a few minutes to encourage 
our peers!
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Twenty Jenks High School Seniors Named 
to National Merit® Scholarship Program 

Semifinalists for 2016
 

Riley Bick 
Parents:  
Wade and Patty Bick
School Organizations 
and Activities: Swim 
Team, Engineering Club, 
Key Club, Spanish Club, 
Chinese Club, DFY, and 
NHS
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Lifeguard and swim instructor at the 
aquatic center
College and Major: University of Southern 
California, Aeorspace or Mechanical Engineering

Coleman Bourke 
Parents: 
Terry and Kim Bourke
School Organizations 
and Activities: Class 
President, Debate 
President, DFY, NHS, 
Pre-Med Society, 
Engineering Club, Key 
Club, Spanish Club, 
StuCo
Community Organizations and Activities: 
Oklahma House of Representative Page, Church 
Small G roup Leader, NLR Leadership Program, 
YPI Teen Board
College and Major: Baylor, OU, OSU, TCU or 
TU, Business or Engineering

Christopher Cleveland
Parents: Kerry James 
and Justin Remington/Jeff 
and Sheri Cleveland
School Organizations 
and Activities: Odyssey 
of the Mind, F.I.R.S.T. 
Robotics, NHS, OK Indian 
Student Honor Society, 
NAE Club, History Interna-
tional Club, Chinese Club, 
Humanitarian Club, Science Olympiad, American 
Indian Science and Engineering Society
Community Organizations and Activities: Key 
Club, Animal Rescue Foundation, Pet Adoption 
League, Jenks Kiwanis
College and Major: College Undecided, 
Chemical Engineering

Julie Davies 
Parents:  
Bill and Melisha Pilgrim
School Organizations 
and Activities: Marching 
Band
College and Major: 
OU, Engineering

Cyle Famuliner 
Parents: Grant and 
Sharilyn Famuliner
School Organizations 
and Activities: Cross 
Country,Track & Field, 
NHS, Student Council, 
FFA, Engineering Club, 
Ultimate Frisbee Team
Community 
Organizations and Activities: Boy Scouts of 
America, Church Youth Program, Jenks Youth 
Baseball Umpire, Trojan Hoops
College and Major: Utah State University, 
Biomedical Engineering or Dentistry

Drew Harris 
Parents:  
Dave and Helen Harris
School Organizations 
and Activities: Marching 
Band, Oklahoma Honor 
Band, Jazz Band
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Member of 
Boston Avenue Methodist 
Church
College and Major: OU or TU, Computer 
Science

Chapman Howard
Parents:  
Jeff and Beth Howard
School Organizations 
and Activities: Track, 
NHS, Engineering Club, 
Thespian Club, 
Distinguished Service 
Graduate
Community Organizations 
and Activities: Trinity 
Episcopal Church Layreader, Iron Gate Food 
Pantry, Summer Camp Volunteer Counselor, Third 
Degree Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do, Volunteer 
Youth Instructor at Jenks Martial Arts
College and Major: Stanford, MIT, Cal Tech 
or OSU, Mechanical Engineering with minor in 
Physics

Thatcher Chonka 
Parents:  
Dan and Candy Chonka
School
Organizations and 
Activities: Baseball, 
Engineering Club, Class 
Treasurer, Academic 
Team
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Small Group Leader at Church, 
International Mission Trips to Jamaica and Belize
College and Major: OU, Finance

     Continuing with a tradition of excellence, Jenks High School is proud to 
announce the 2016 seniors that have been named as National Merit Semifinalists. 
These twenty students are among approximately 16,000 Semifinalists in the 61st 
annual National Merit® Scholarship Program. These academically talented high 
school seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for some 7,400 
National Merit® Scholarships worth more than $32 million that will be offered 
next spring. Twenty students is the most National Merit Semifinalists named 
from Jenks High School in one year.  As juniors, each of these students took the 
2014 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) 
and scored at a level that placed them in the nationwide pool of Semifinalists, 
representing less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors.
       To become a Finalist, the Semifinalist and his or her high school must submit 
a detailed scholarship application, in which they provide information about the 
Semifinalist’s academic record, participation in school and community activities, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, employment, and honors and awards 
received. A Semifinalist must have an outstanding academic record throughout 
high school, be endorsed and recommended by a high school official, write an 
essay, and earn SAT® scores that confirm the student’s earlier performance on 
the qualifying test. National Merit® Scholarship winners of 2016 will be announced 
in four nationwide news releases beginning in April and concluding in July.
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Hannah Ledford 
Parents: Michael 
and Shannon Ledford
School Organizations 
and Activities: Latin Club, 
Engineering Club, Swim 
Team, NHS
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Tulsa 
Honors Orchestra, Tulsa 
Chambers Orchestra, Jenks Swim Club, Church 
Youth Group
College and Major: MIT, Cal Tech or Colorado 
School of Mines, Astrophysicist/Planetary 
Geophysicist

Trey Sullivent 
Parents:  
Tom and Janna Sullivent
School Organizations 
and Activities: Band
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Volunteers at 
Oklahoma Aquarium and 
Jenks Food Bank
College and Major: OU, 
Aerospace Engineering

Allison Vincent
Parents:  
Carl and Rhonda Vincent
School Organizations 
and Activities: Trojanaire, 
Vocal Music, DFY, Student 
Council, Key Club, NHS, 
NSHS, Spanish Club
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Asbury United Methodist, Voice at 
Ovation University, Dance at Miss Shelly’s, New 
Life Ranch Leadership Development Program
College and Major: University of Arkansas, 
International Business

Heaven Monet
Parents:  
Jolleen and J Monet
School Organizations 
and Activities: 
Marching Band, Pre-Med 
Society, DFY
College and Major: 
John Hopkins University, 
Biology

Robert Moore 
Parents:  Katherine and 
Toby Moore
School Organizations 
and Activities: 
Swimming, Academic 
Team, Science 
Olympiad, Junior 
Classical League/Latin 
Club
Community 
Organizations and Activities: Jenks Trojan 
Swim Team, All Souls Church Youth Group, All 
Souls Church Youth Choir
College and Major: OU, Meteorology

Kaitlin Ragosta
Parents:  Joseph and 
Crystal Ragosta
School Organizations 
and Activities: NHS, Key 
Club, History International 
Club, Science Olympiad, 
NTHS, Technology Student 
Association
Community 
Organizations and Activities: In His Service 
Dance Company, Tulsa Figure Skating Club, 
Saint Francis Student Volunteer
College and Major: MIT, Theoretical High 
Energy Physicist

Dina Shupack
Parents:  Dore and 
Karen Schupack
School Organizations 
and Activities: FCCLA, 
Latin Club
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Youth 
Group, Tulsa Christian 
Fellowship, POPS 
Puppet Team
College and Major: Rice, Northwestern or OU, 
Linguistics

Megan Stephani
Parents:  Matthew and 
Jennifer Stephani
School Organizations 
and Activities: Cross 
Country, Trojan Torch 
Newspaper
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Church Youth 
Organization, Church Summer Camp, Piano
College and Major: Columbia, OU or BYU, 
Engineering

Natalie Wilkinson
Parents:  Geoff and 
Nichole Wilkinson
School Organizations 
and Activities: Soccer, 
NHS, Spanish NHS, 
Spanish Club, Math Tutor, 
English Tutor for ESL
Community Organiza-
tions and Activities: 
South Tulsa Baptist 
Church, Volunteers at The 
Little Lighthouse, Regional Food Bank of Oka-
homa, Various local Nursing Homes, Co-leader of 
Bible Study at JHS
College and Major: ORU or OU, Public 
Relations/Journalism

Austin Wyant
Parents:  Marcus and 
Ramona Wyant
School Organizations 
and Activities: 
Marching Band, Wind 
Symphony, Key Club, 
Pre-Med Society, NJHS
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: American Cancer Society, American 
Heart Assoc., LaFortune Tennis, 2015 OKC 
Memorial Race, Fitness Equipment Repair 
Technician
College and Major: OU or TU, Finance, 
Economics, Journalism, or Psychology

Nancy Zhang
Parents:  Weidong 
Zhang and Jingyun Ye
School Organizations 
and Activities: Robotics, 
Academic Team, Key 
Club, Engineering Club, 
French Club
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Agape Chinese Baptist Church Youth 
Team, St. John Hospital Volunteering
College and Major: College Undecided, 
Computer Science

Sylvia Zhu
Parents:  
Bryan and Carol Zhu
School Organizations 
and Activities: 
Academic Team, Key 
Club, NHS, La Sociedad 
Honoraria Hispanica
Community 
Organizations and 
Activities: Ballet, Piano, Member of Agape 
Chinese Baptist Church
College and Major: College Undecided, 
Kinesiology, Medicine
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What’s Happening Out West?
     In November, West Elementary will be hosting family 
evenings, A Night of Wonder, within each of our buildings.  
Families can visit our PTAG sponsored book fair and select 
and attend several sessions led by our teaching staff.  The 
sessions will focus on the attitudes and characteristics that 
we emphasize to develop curiosity and creativity within our 
students, engaging students with questions about their 
learning, and finding ways to invite children to “inquire” 
further into topics, books, authors, genres, etc. in which 
they show interest.  

Monday, November 9- Bldg D (K-2 Families) from 6-7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, November 10-Bldg A (K-2 Families) from 6-7:15 p.m.
Thursday, November 12-Bldg F (3-4 Families) from 6-7:15 p.m.
Monday, November 16-Bldg B (PK Families) from 6-7:15 p.m.
     
     West Elementary was one of three school sites across 
the state to receive $10,000 in a Healthy Community and 
Healthy Schools incentive grant provided from Oklahoma’s 
Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust (TSET).  Grants are 
awarded to communities and schools that have imple-
mented strategies to increase healthy opportunities for 
residents and students. TSET offers grants to communities 
and schools that have met criteria such as tobacco-free poli-
cies, health and wellness policies and increased opportuni-
ties for fruits and vegetables and physical activity. TSET’s 
incentive grants amounts are based on population or en-
rollment, and the types of strategies implemented.  Move-
ment is incorporated into instruction in every classroom, 
every day at West Elementary.  Using action based learning 
lab stations, Go Noodle, and other opportunities, teachers 
help students engage both sides of the brain preceding the 
teaching time which results in a higher level of student en-
gagement and success in learning.  We have also crafted 
our master schedule to allow for recess before lunch for 
all kindergarten through fourth grade classes.  The result 
has been students slowing down to eat their lunches rather 
than rushing through lunch to get to the playground.  With 
the grant funds, we look forward to adding more equip-
ment that encourages students integrate movement and 
learning throughout the instructional day.
     
     The third annual Jenks West Elementary Jog-a-Thon was 
held on October 1.  Twenty eight corporate sponsors com-
bined efforts to purchase Jog-a-Thon T-shirts for each stu-
dent and staff member. Pre-Kindergarten through fourth 
grade students jogged a combined 2,503 miles!!!  The 
event serves as West Elementary PTAG’s fundraiser for 
the year earning $57,138.96 through donations from West 
Elementary families and friends.

East Elementary’s Poppy Project
     

      East Elementary’s Poppy Project began in 2001 as a 
service/learning project and veterans awareness unit of 
study.  Little did we know the impact the project would have 
on our community as we launched it two months after the 
9.11.01 disaster. The annual project honors our heroes-the 
men and women of the Unites States Air Force, Army, Coast 
Guard, Marines and Navy. It all began when a WWII veteran, 
who survived the kamikaze bombing of the US Omaney 
Bay, encouraged an EE teacher,”  Teach your students about 
this great country,”  he tearfully admonished.
     As a part of the project we partner with several 
organizations and involve our students and families in 
education about and showing support for our veterans. 
Halls are filled with pictures of loved ones who are serving 
or have served. Our classes create holiday/valentine cards 
for servicemen stationed away from home and mail them 
to those brave men and women. We have artifacts and 
museum items brought on campus for students to explore. 
We collect donations and fill boxes with items that will be 
provided to veterans in partnership with Blue Star Mothers. 
We dedicate a portion of our greenspace, under the site’s 
flagpole, to plant poppies in recognition of our veterans and 
wounded/fallen heroes. Finally, perhaps the most notable 
portion of the project is the annual Veteran’s Day concert 
“Home of the Brave”. 
     During this concert our students partner with community 
and high school groups to perform a program of tribute 
to our Veterans that is simply amazing. Each year we have 
countless families and friends that contact us after seeing 
the concert in person, on DVD, or even segments on 
YouTube just to share how touched they were by the sweet 
voices of over 300 fourth grade students singing songs of 
thanks and patriotism. Now, as we head into our 15th year 
of celebrating the Poppy Project, we are humbled to have 
had glimpses of the true scope and impact that it has had 
on our students, staff, parents, community, and beyond. 
This concert, which is a culmination of the Poppy Project 
itself, is simply too wonderful to miss. As we celebrate the 
fifteenth anniversary this year, we hope you’ll join us in our 
tribute. The 2015 Jenks East Elementary concert “Home of 
the Brave” will be held on Tuesday, November 10 at the 
Jenks High School Performing Arts Center. The concert will 
begin at 6:30pm. 
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Jeremy Hairrell selected to lead Transportation
     Jeremy is very honored and excited to be assuming the role of Director of Transportation for Jenks 
Public Schools starting the 2015-2016 school year. He has worked in education for 7 years, but this is his 
first year at Jenks. His wife, Tara, is also employed with Jenks Public Schools as a Pre-K teacher at West 
Elementary. This is her tenth year in education. Together they have two children – Eli (age 5) and Bella 
(age 1). 
     Jeremy began his career in education in January 2007. He was hired at Mazie Elementary school mid-
year after graduating with his Bachelor’s degree from Northeastern State University. At Mazie, he taught a variety of grades 
and subjects, including Physical Education, Humanities, and Geography. In June 2008, he took some time off from education 
to help his father with a family business in Clayton, located in southeastern Oklahoma. In 2011, he decided to go back into 
education and was hired as an Alternative Education instructor and assistant coach at Clayton Public Schools. Over the next 
couple years of being at Clayton, he obtained his Master’s degree in Administration from East Central University. He then 
moved into administrative roles including, Alternative Education Director, Athletic Director, Assistant Principal, and most 
recently, Elementary Principal at Clayton Public Schools. 
     During the summer of 2015, Jeremy applied for and was offered the Director of Transportation job with Jenks Public 

Schools. In their short time here, he and his wife have been thoroughly 
impressed with the Jenks district as a whole. Jeremy states, “We have felt so 
welcomed by everyone at Jenks, including the staff, administrators, students, 
and parents. We are amazed at the quality of education and resources that 
Jenks has to offer. With all of these components in place, it’s very easy to see 
why Jenks is considered the best in the state of Oklahoma. I hope my time 
here only contributes to the successes of Jenks. I look forward to working 
with my staff, administrators, and parents as the year goes along. I am very 
proud and honored to call myself a Trojan!”

Meet the Director of the Jenks PAC
      Denise Williams comes to Jenks Public Schools from Pittsburg, Kansas, where she has lived and 
taught for the last 10 years.  She hit the ground running this summer in the Jenks Performing Arts Center, 
preparing it for what looks to be a busy and exciting year of performances!
       Prior to her arrival in Jenks, Denise worked in professional technical theatre for 25 years, sixteen of 
those years in teaching positions.  She has done literally every job in the theatre from being the floor 
sweeper to the producer, but specializes in design and technical direction.  Denise is a member of the 
United States Institute for Theatre Technology (USITT) and former member of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical and Stage Employees (IATSE).  She has frequently presented workshops on challenges facing small theatres 
and how to combat them, stage lighting design and maintenance, as well as discussion panels about women in technology.  
A self-professed “geek”, Denise also enjoys science fiction and considers herself a “Trekkie”.  Her work has taken her all 
over the globe, including performances in Shanghai, China; Warsaw, Poland; and even at the United Nations in New York.  
She has spent several summers working for Music Theatre of Wichita as the Assistant Master Carpenter and as a Scenic 
Painter, and has designed props for the Actors Theatre of Louisville.  
      Working in the theatre has been a passion since an early age.  Her father was a music teacher before going into business, 
and her mother plays the violin.  Her grandmothers were also very musical and her childhood was spent going to shows 
and symphonies.  Although the family moved quite a bit, Denise found her constant was music and theatre.  No matter the 
state (Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Kansas) she could always find a niche in the performing arts.  After graduating from 
high school in Michigan, she attended Michigan State University for two years and participated in the marching and concert 
bands.  Eventually, she transferred and obtained her degree in Theatre with extensive training in music (both vocal and 
instrumental) from Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas.  
     Denise moved to Jenks this summer with her husband, Dan (new faculty Technical Director at ORU), and two dogs Jessie 
and Panda.  Between them, they have six children (Megan, Dianna, Daleigh, Anna, Joshua, and Jack) and four grandchildren.  

New to the Jenks Public School’s Staff . . . . 
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     Jenks Public Schools has openings for bus drivers. We 
are very flexible on schedules and offer many options 
for people, whether you are looking for mornings, 
evenings, or both. We have free classes every month to 
train you to get a CDL if you don’t currently have one. 
We also offer driver training to get you comfortable with 
driving the buses. This is also great for retirees looking 
for some extra cash and rewarding opportunities with 
great students. Current starting pay is $12.11 per hour. 
Applications are online at www.jenksps.org or give us 
a call at 918-299-1549. Come join this awesome Trojan 
team!

Come Join a Great Team!

Upcoming Dates
District Collaboration Day - 
October 29

Thanksgiving Break - 
November 25-27

District Collaboration Day -
December 3

Holiday Break -
December 21-Jan 1


